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what they are able to accomplish on such a
tight budget. And if you have never seen the
films of independent Winnipeg filmmaker
Mike Maryniuk, who works wonders with
scratch animation and found footage,
you can’t miss Mike Maryniuk: Prairie
Surrealist (July 31) which features some of
his best shorts and many rare gems of his
unique Maryniuk humour. — Dave Barber,
Cinematheque Programming Coordinator

↑ Left to right: Dave Barber, Heidi Phillips, Kristy Muckosky, Cecilia Araneda, and Jaimz
Asmundson. Photo by Leif Norman.

It is always a treat to find a Wim Wenders
film in the Cinematheque program. The Salt
of the Earth, co-directed with Juliano Ribeiro
Salgado, (July 2–4) promises a mesmerizing
look at the nature of humanity and the
world. As a Chilean, I am often asked about
bringing in more Latin American cinema.
Wild Tales (August 5–15) provides a glimpse
into modern Argentinian cinema, reflecting
the urban Latin American experience today.
Finally, underground film fans should not
miss The Editor (August 20–27), by Adam
Brooks and Matthew Kennedy. It is a smart
film and you might also recognize some of
the locations (including our own Winnipeg
Film Group) in this Winnipeg-made film.
— Cecilia Araneda, Executive Director
It’s embarrassing now, but I was a total
“grungie” in my teens and had a massive
Nirvana poster in my room, not to mention a
ridiculous collection of their CDs, singles and
bootlegs. So when I saw that Kurt Cobain:
Montage of Heck (July 29–August 13) was
being released, I pleaded with Dave to find
the director at Hot Docs this past May and

convince him to let us screen the film — and
much to my delight, he did! Also, I had the
extreme pleasure of seeing local filmmaking
collective Astron-6's The Editor (August 20–
29) at TIFF last year and I can assure you that
if you love the schlocky Italian horror films
of Dario Argento and Lucio Fulci, you are
going to love this. The boys of Astron-6 have
perfectly emulated every aspect of giallo
horror, injected with their own acerbic brand
of humour. It also boasts one of the best
synth soundtracks I’ve heard in a long, long
time. — Jaimz Asmundson, Cinematheque
Programming Director
The Argentinian film Wild Tales is one of the
most entertaining foreign films I’ve seen
all year. A black comedy, it’s an anthology
of six outrageous stories which can only be
compared to Tarantino’s Pulp Fiction with
its sense of immediacy and multiple story
lines. The opening short story is amazing.
Winnipeg filmmaking collective Astron-6
have created a darkly funny tribute to the
Italian giallo horror films of the 1970s and
80s with The Editor and are ingenious in

I retired my sad, ripped wool sweaters a long
time ago but I’m so ready to relive the ‘90s
with Montage of Heck. Many moons ago while
my friends plastered their walls with the
tangled haired Kurt Cobain, I was busy drawing
Chris Cornell (sigh) in Mr.  Olafson’s art class
(yes, Freya’s Dad). Nirvana Unplugged was
one of my favourite albums but I never lost
myself in Kurt’s mystery or love affair with
Courtney. However, the film looks powerful
with a lot of never seen before footage. I’m
really looking forward to hearing the music
and getting to know the man behind the
eyeliner. Dozens of people have been telling
me how excited they are to see The Salt
of the Earth. One woman told me that she
saw it twice in Toronto but she’ll be coming
down to see it again. Advance tickets have
been pouring in so I suggest you purchase
your tickets early as this will be a busy one.
Lastly, I can’t wait to watch Wild Tales. Here’s
hoping it’s as awesomely awkward as Force
Majeure. — Kristy Muckosky, Cinematheque
Operations Manager
I am curious to see the man behind the
feathers in I Am Big Bird. Getting to know
puppeteer Caroll Spinney through archival
footage and interviews will prove to be
fascinating. It is very surreal to see that
familiar voice of big bird to come out of
him, a man with bird legs. Also, this month
Cinematheque goers will have a rare chance
to see a collection of Mike Maryniuk's films.
A couple of visually stunning shorts of Mike's
to look out for are Fish Finder 3000 and
Thompson. — Heidi Phillips, Cinematheque
Head Projectionist
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New World Documentaries

Kurt Cobain: Montage of Heck
Directed by Brett Morgen
2015, USA, 145 min
Wednesday, July 29 / 7 pm
Thursday – Saturday, July 30 – August 1 / 9 pm
Sunday, August 2 / 7 pm
Thursday – Saturday, August 6 – 8 / 9 pm
Thursday, August 13 / 9 pm
"Scorching live performances, the 'Unpluggged'
sessions, and lush orchestral and choir covers
of Nirvana songs. Montage of Heck is seriously
entertaining and enjoyable, but also a moving
portrait of a man that many won’t soon
forget." — Entertainment Weekly

↑ I Am Big Bird: The Carroll Spinney Story

I Am Big Bird:
The Carroll Spinney Story
Directed by Dave LaMattina & Chad N. Walker
2014, USA, 85 min
Thursday – Sunday, July 2 – 5 / 7 pm
Wednesday, July 8 / 7 pm
Thursday, July 30 / 7 pm
Saturday, August 1 / 7 pm

★ HOT DOCS Top 10 Audience Favourite
"If you enjoyed Being Elmo, you’ll enjoy this as
much, if not more." — Kristen Lopez
For over four decades, Carroll’s characters
have been cherished by generations of
children. At 81 years old, the tenacious and
enthusiastic performer has no intention of
slowing down. The film features incredible
footage of Spinney’s earliest collaborations
with Jim Henson as it traces Carroll’s journey
from bullied child to celebrated performer.
This loving portrait peels away the instances
that inspired his creation of Big Bird and as
the yellow feathers give way to grey hair, it is
the man, not the puppet, who will steal your
heart. I Am Big Bird: The Caroll Spinney Story is
sheer joy.

The Salt of the Earth
Directed by Wim Wenders & Juliano Ribeiro
Salgado
2014, USA, 110 min
French, English & Portuguese w/English subtitles
Thursday – Saturday, July 2 – 4 / 9 pm
“A mesmeric and unforgettable look at the
world and it sufferings through the eyes of a
remarkably insightful and honorable artist.”
— THE PLAYLIST
For the last 40 years, photographer Sebastião
Salgado has been travelling through many
continents, in the footsteps of an everchanging
humanity. He has witnessed some of the major
events of our recent history; international
conflicts, starvation and exodus. He is now
embarking on the discovery of pristine
territories, of wild fauna and flora, and of
grandiose landscapes as part of a huge
photographic project, which is a tribute to the
planet's beauty. Salgado's life and work are
revealed to us by his son, Juliano, who went
with him during his last travels, and by Wim
Wenders, himself a photographer.

Produced by Cobain’s daughter Frances Bean
Cobain, the film may very well come to be
known as the definitive documentary on the
musician as it is simply stunning. From his
fractured childhood in Washington to the
mind-bogglingly meteoric rise of Nirvana's
fame in 1991 to the rapid descent into
denouement, it’s all covered here. He's been
able to gather a core group of people at the
heart of the musicians' world that deliver to
viewers’ fresh revelations of the iconic star.
Morgen unspools Cobain's life at a frenetic
pace. Being given access to the innermost
workings of his mind through his art, writing,
recordings and even home movies never feels
too invasive although the viewer may get
the feeling they've walked in on something
too serious to handle. Family members
speak of Cobain's genius, of his isolation.
Former band-mate Krist Novoselic talks of
Cobain's rage over being publicly humiliated
in criticism. Love talks about how infatuated
and in love she was with him. These are
memories that float like spectres throughout
the documentary. It's the most beautiful form
of nostalgia amidst a hurricane of grunge.
Kurt Cobain: Montage of Heck is a blistering
documentary and the only version of Cobain
worth seeing.
new world documentaries
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New World Documentaries

↑ Seymour: An Introduction

Going Clear: Scientology and the Prison of Belief
Directed By Alex Gibney
2015, USA, 119 min
Friday – Sunday, August 14 – 16 / 7 pm
Wednesday – Saturday, August 19 – 22 / 7 pm
“Though the lid was blown off the Church of Scientology long ago, Alex
Gibney’s powder-keg documentary, Going Clear, should certainly rattle
the walls, if not shake them to their very foundations... including new
interviews and proprietary Scientology video footage that has to be
seen to be disbelieved. A hot ticket at Sundance." — VARIETY
Following his investigation into the Catholic Church, Academy Awardwinner Alex Gibney turns his gaze to Scientology in Going Clear, based on
the book of the same name. Gibney profiles eight former members of
the Church of Scientology, whose most prominent adherents include
A-list Hollywood celebrities, shining a light on how they cultivate true
believers and what they are willing to do in the name of religion. The
film covers the church's origins—punctuated by an intimate portrait of
founder L. Ron Hubbard—to present-day practices and alleged abuses
as reported in the media. Fearless and fascinating, this latest cinematic
opus from the man Esquire dubbed “the most important documentarian
of our time” is a powerful exploration of the psychological impact of
blind faith—what Lawrence Wright calls the “prison of belief”.

Seymour: An Introduction
Directed by Ethan Hawke
2014, USA, 84 min
Thursday – Sunday, August 27 – 30 / 7 pm
"Profoundly inspiring."— A.O. Scott, The New York Times
Seymour Bernstein isn't well known, but he's deeply cherished by
those who do know him. Veteran New Yorker at age 85, he is fully
content teaching music. Ethan Hawke, one of his greatest admirers,
takes us into Bernstein's world with this delicately crafted film,
offering a wise and charismatic reflection on art and life. In the film,
Hawke mostly stays off camera and lets Bernstein do the talking with
thought-provoking stories as he reminisces about growing up, playing
piano for soldiers in the Korean War, and struggling with performance
anxiety. As Hawke recalls, he first met Bernstein at a dinner party
while grappling with the question "why make art?", and that theme
winds its way through the film as the teacher carries on conversations
with accomplished friends such as art critic Michael Kimmelman and
religious scholar Andrew Harvey. Reflecting on the careers of pianists
Glenn Gould and Clifford Curzon, his deep love of piano music proves
infectious.

Canadian & International Features

↑ The Editor

Wild Tales (Relatos salvajes)

The Editor

Directed by Damián Szifrón
2013, Argentina 122 min
Spanish w/English subtitles

Directed by Adam Brooks & Matthew Kennedy
2014, Canada, 95 min

Wednesday – Sunday, August 5 – 9 / 7 pm
Wednesday & Thursday, August 12 & 13 / 7 pm
Friday & Saturday, August 14 & 15 / 9 pm

Thursday – Saturday, August 20 – 22 / 9:15 pm
Sunday, August 23 / 7 pm
Wednesday, August 26 / 7 pm
Thursday – Saturday, August 27 – 29 / 9 pm

★ W inner: Best Film, Best Actor, Best Actress, Best Screenplay,

Opening night introduced by Adam Brooks and Conor Sweeney.

2014 Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences of Argentina

★ Best Foreign Language Film, 2014 National Board of Review
"Wild Tales is loose-limbed, rowdy, and exhilarating — in its vibrant
lunacy, and with its cartoonishly brash violence, it's a little bit
Almodóvar, a little bit Tarantino.” — Village Voice
Inequality, injustice and the demands of the world we live in cause
stress and depression for many people. Some of them, however,
explode. This is a movie about those people. Wild Tales is a blackly
comic compendium of six outrageously bizarre stories, each more
shocking and hilarious than the last. From a game of chance aboard
an airplane that turns deadly to a severe case of road rage; from
acting out with a tow truck to an apocalyptic wedding reception, the
film offers a vicious and hilarious portrait of contemporary Argentina,
where simmering tension and the ever-present possibility of violence
are the volatile products of a society riddled with corruption,
hampered by bureaucracy, and bogged down by tradition. It has an
off-kilter humor, stylish visuals and bold use of music, and affection
for ordinary people pushed to extraordinary extremes.

“The Editor has all the makings of a horror classic. The writing is
always sharp and delightfully mordant, the cinematography is firstrate, and the special effects are outstanding and wonderfully overthe-top. Brooks and Kennedy via the Astron-6 collective in Winnipeg
have joined the ranks of the very best filmmakers… the coolest film
you'll see this year.” — Greg Klymkiw
The genius creators from Astron-6 (Father’s Day, Manborg) have
produced a self proclaimed love letter to the Italian giallo films
of the 1970s and 80s; the convoluted murder mysteries of Mario
Bava, the super-saturated color palettes of Dario Argento, and the
supernatural twists of Lucio Fulci.
With great guest appearances from filmmakers John Paizs, John
Kozak and Ed Ackerman and ingenious effects from Steve Kostanski,
the film features Astron-6 veterans Conor Sweeney, Matthew
Kennedy and Adam Brooks as well as stars Udo Kier and Paz de la
Huerta. The story is centred on Rey Ciso (Adam Brooks) who was
once the greatest editor the world had ever seen. Since a horrific
accident left him with four wooden fingers on his right hand, he’s
had to resort to cutting pulp films and trash pictures. When the lead
actors from the film he’s been editing turn up murdered at the studio,
Rey is fingered as the number one suspect. The bodies continue to
pile up in this absurdist giallo-thriller as Rey struggles to prove his
innocence and learn the sinister truth lurking behind the scenes.
canadian & International features
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Shorts & Artist Talks

Mike
Maryniuk:
Prairie
Surrealist
Thursday, July 31 / 7 pm
“More than any Winnipeg filmmaker since
John Paizs and Guy Maddin, I feel Mike
successfully integrates the challenges of
bargain-basement filmmaking into the
artistic design of his films. He also has a
totally brilliant visual mind—there will be no
end to his visual and technical inventiveness."
— Matthew Rankin

Every so often someone emerges from the
Winnipeg film community whose work is so
remarkably distinctive and crazed that it is
clear we are in the presence of a true artist.
This year's Manitoba Film Hothouse Award
Winner Mike Maryniuk is a magician with
found footage and scratch animation and an
uproarious storyteller. His films have travelled
to festivals all over the world including
Sundance. The films reflect hours of detailed
work inspired from a myriad of sources: a
love of Norman McLaren scratch animation,
silent film acting with its hambone theatrical
gestures, Jim Henson puppetry, and Looney
Tunes cartoons. These films are handmade
and stitched together with hand-processing,
hole-punching, and pixilation, fusing
elements of collage art, lo-fi cablevision,
cartoons and found footage, all filtered
through Maryniuk’s incredible sense of
humour. As the recipient of the 2015 Manitoba
Film Hothouse Award, Mike will receive
an award of $15,000 in cash and services
from the Winnipeg Film Group. This award
is designed to provide recognition to the
depth of local film directing talent Manitoba
has right here at home and is generously
funded by the Province of Manitoba.

← Thompson

↑ Fish Arms

↑ Underwater Birthday

↑ Bomber Blitz

Fish Finder 3000 / Dir. Mike Maryniuk, 2012,
Canada, 2 min / Introducing the first underwater
camera made with nothing but burbot slime,
shiner scales and leech resign. Fish simply can't
resist them.

Hope: Through Gambling / Dir. Mike
Maryniuk, 2012, Canada, 2 min / The low
rumble of slot machines chime in the background
as we drift into a Bingo balled asteroid field.

Cattle Call / Dirs. Mike Maryniuk & Matthew
Rankin, 2008, Canada, 3:30 min / A high-speed
animated documentary about the art of livestock
auctioneering. Structured around the mesmerizing
talents of 2007 Man-Sask Auctioneer Champion,
Tim Dowler, and using a variety of classic and
avant-garde animation techniques (including stopmotion, cut-outs, open-exposures, hole-punching
and rubbing lettraset directly on the celluloid)
filmmakers Maryniuk and Rankin have tried to
create images as dazzlingly abstract, absurd
and adrenalizing as the incredible language of
auctioneering itself.

Fish Arms / Dir. Mike Maryniuk, 2007, Canada,
3 min / Fish Arms have fish forearms. Fish Arms
have fish forearms. Fish Arms are really, really
strong, Fish Arms really tip the scales, Fish Arms are
strong like 50 whales.
Tattoo Step / Dir. Mike Maryniuk, 2008,
Canada, 1 min / Temporary Tattoos applied
to 35mm for eternity. An energetic conjuring of
Manitoban spirits. Starring Haunted HyperActive
Hypnotists and Breakneck Butterfly Barfbags.
How to be prepared for 2012 / Dir. Mike
Maryniuk, 2011, Canada, 1:11 min / The eternally
sage mentalist Robert Vilar describes his plans on
how he will live in a potentially apocalyptic year.
Mahaha the Tickler / Dir. Mike Maryniuk,
2007, Canada, 3 min / An Inuit legend about a
spirit who tickles prankster cops to death.
John Scoles on the Liars Club / Dir. Mike
Maryniuk, 2007, 4:30 min / John Scoles has
many cards up his sleeves and is victorious. To
the victor goes the spoils. A VCR and overnight at
West Edmonton Mall. Set to “Motorhead’s Ace of
Spades.”
Bush Wact / Dir. Mike Maryniuk, 2003,
Canada, 2:39 min / War is fun. An anti-war
collage, with scratch animation on the face of
George W. Bush.

Underwater Birthday / Dir. Mike Maryniuk,
2014, Canada, 3 min / Yearling minnows return
to the site of last year’s hatching to celebrate.
Filmed at the bottom of Clear Lake, Manitoba.
Slaughterbed / Dir. Mike Maryniuk, 2004,
Canada, 9 min / The steamy relationship
between Cedric and his goldfish is interrupted
when his waterbed becomes possessed with the
spirit of the local madman.
Carrot Teen / Dir. Mike Maryniuk, 2005,
Canada, 5:30 min / A lonely man plants carrots
and pulls up a young man.
Asleep at the Wheel / Dir. Mike Maryniuk,
2005, Canada, 2 min / A road trip of hole
punched memories and handmade hallucinations.
Using found footage of road trips from the 60's,
Maryniuk has crafted a psychedelic tribute piece
to a friend who passed away in a car accident.
Melatonin / Dir. Mike Maryniuk, 2010,
Canada, 2:33 min / A flying-hallucination, dream
workbook.

Blotto 649 / Dir. Mike Maryniuk, 2012, Canada,
2:34 min / A fantastic journey of colour using 6490
photographs of spin art micro paintings.
Bomber Blitz / Dir. Mike Maryniuk, 2008,
Canada, 1 min / In a one minute mixing bowl, add
one part football to 2 parts war images. Fold in
and mix on high for 60 seconds. Garnish with short
clips of Santa Clause, if you are feeling festive. Chill
and serve. A favourite at any birthday party.
Thompson / Dir. Mike Maryniuk, 2011, Canada,
1 min / Hypnosis Highway. The effects of drinking
magical ditch water near the Thompson Crystal
Smelter. Shot and edited in a truck on the way
to Lynn Lake, Manitoba. This is exactly how the
passing trees look after 10 hours.
The Yodeling Farmer / Dirs. Mike Maryniuk
and John Scoles, 2011, Canada, 6 min / Exploring
the life and music of Manitoba cowboy yodeling
legend Stew Clayton. This playful, animated
documentary portrays the charming, yodeling
farmer with humour and wit and “looks the way
yodeling sounds.”

shorts & artist talks
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July 2015
wednesday

thursday

friday

saturday

Sunday

1

2

3

4

5

Closed for Canada Day

I Am Big Bird:
The Carroll Spinney Story / 7 pm

I Am Big Bird:
The Carroll Spinney Story / 7 pm

I Am Big Bird:
The Carroll Spinney Story / 7 pm

I Am Big Bird:
The Carroll Spinney Story / 7 pm

The Salt of the Earth / 9 pm

The Salt of the Earth / 9 pm

The Salt of the Earth / 9 pm

8

9

10

12

12

I Am Big Bird:
The Carroll Spinney Story / 7 pm

Official Venue for the Winnipeg Fringe Festival from July 9–27

29

30

31

Kurt Cobain: Montage of Heck / 7 pm

I Am Big Bird:
The Carroll Spinney Story / 7 pm

Mike Maryniuk: Prairie Surrealist / 7 pm

saturday

Sunday

1

2

I Am Big Bird:
The Carroll Spinney Story / 7 pm

Kurt Cobain: Montage of Heck / 7 pm

Kurt Cobain: Montage of Heck / 9 pm

Kurt Cobain: Montage of Heck / 9 pm

August 2015
wednesday

thursday

friday

Kurt Cobain: Montage of Heck / 9 pm

5

6

7

8

9

Wild Tales / 7 pm

Wild Tales / 7 pm

Wild Tales / 7 pm

Wild Tales / 7 pm

Wild Tales / 7 pm

Kurt Cobain: Montage of Heck / 9 pm

Kurt Cobain: Montage of Heck / 9 pm

Kurt Cobain: Montage of Heck / 9 pm

12

13

14

15

16

Wild Tales / 7 pm

Wild Tales / 7 pm

Going Clear: Scientology
and the Prison of Belief / 7 pm

Going Clear: Scientology
and the Prison of Belief / 7 pm

Going Clear: Scientology
and the Prison of Belief / 7 pm

Wild Tales / 9 pm

Wild Tales / 9 pm

Kurt Cobain: Montage of Heck / 9 pm

19

20

21

22

23

Going Clear: Scientology
and the Prison of Belief / 7 pm

Going Clear: Scientology
and the Prison of Belief / 7 pm

Going Clear: Scientology
and the Prison of Belief / 7 pm

Going Clear: Scientology
and the Prison of Belief / 7 pm

The Editor / 7 pm

The Editor / 9:15 pm

The Editor / 9:15 pm

The Editor / 9:15 pm

26

27

28

29

30

The Editor / 7 pm

Seymour: An Introduction / 7 pm

Seymour: An Introduction / 7 pm

Seymour: An Introduction / 7 pm

Seymour: An Introduction / 7 pm

The Editor / 9 pm

The Editor / 9 pm

The Editor / 9 pm

Become a CINEMATHEQUE MEMBER!

ADMISSION Members pay only $6 !

$25 Individual
$50 Family
$55 Ten Show Pass

$9 General
$8 Students & Seniors
$6 Film Group & Cinematheque Members

$15 Reduced (Student / Seniors)
$125 Unlimited Annual

PUBLICATIONS MAIL AGREEMENT NUMBER 40045468

$1 of each admission goes towards our capital improvements, aimed at making your experience at the
Cinematheque even more satisfying.

Infoline: 204-925-3456
100 Arthur Street (in the Exchange)
www.winnipegcinematheque.com

